PREACHING TO THE VISUAL AGE: MULTI-SENSORY 
PREACHING THROUGH THE USE OF 
MULTIMEDIA EQUIPMENT 


Bryant Taylor, D.Min. 


BA, Oakwood College, 1987 
M.Div., Andrews University, 1995 


Mentor 
Ricky Woods, D.Min. 
Terry Thomas, D.Min. 


A FINAL DOCUMENT SUBMITTED TO 
THE DOCTORAL STUDIES COMMITTEE 
IN PARTIAL FULFILLMENT OF THE REQUIREMENTS 
FOR THE DEGREE OF DOCTOR OF MINISTRY 


UNITED THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 
DAYTON, OHIO 
December, 2003 


Copyright © 2003 Bryant Taylor 
All rights reserved. 


CONTENTS 


PB RU rca od sande asc cn tases Srececnais ch ea Sees hee cGe cnn ok cd caddis dachcvaeas dee eseiadeadiens IV 
PCRINO WE DCI 8 aricecioete cede ccetedcesesaean sy ecentiscarseeteeanscasteiadacdanerenratninenieinmissase V 
DC TON cases cd sce vate vi apse dlnctns cade vosawiedsownnictesucececetoe si ussesieaectesaseeien hecetn oes Vi 
1S Ul @) cad BN 2 Bl pe Baereiey perenne tice re erarteireter Meter hie Si rer Recent eer eer ry ey err aera Vii 
STINTIRODUC TOWN coowedernstetccseccevededucted easy aceenaaettecoectvavaiess ilanacepsecvertiaee merase eee: ] 
Chapter 
Te AVEDNISIER YRC US oes cersstcseceste io ass devs raidatnnisedetecheineesacen eaeersawieeeealseee mete 6 
2. THE STATE OF THE ART IN THIS MINISTRY MODEL...........0.0....... 12 
8. JIHEORE TICAL FOUNDA TION sciceiscupscscntesteae tate lscsissavensdeeadotetveunateans 16 
ues elt £6) ©) 61. G a Geen eeeeememenr ne erence ony ere nner mrr pemeene rer err er erer 53 
De FEL DVEXPERTEINCGE sescistcvyeacenacucadezesineadevzare eoaceahseipetence-ssa ie euaeareeceneauat 54 
6. REFLECTION, SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS ..........c ee cccceeeseeeeees 64 
Appendix 
Pe. A ATR oia.toes hexaduscoadesrtatassssacetedtesheneaitieceedewiecdartilsaiat ete ates ass 65 
| 8) 720 CS Us. Se gt ee ee eee ee oe ree eee ea errr 95 
©. “PRISED ATION SS occacswcnctewstcecs i eceaiesietinsc dacs anes usiencatereadeevecuaees 124 
BTBIIOGE AP IVY ose sccrizincaeswneie aes steeseisenncdecasseatieienalsadaresnn tsb edeieeds skate sed tneusb arsenic: 141 


ABSTRACT 
PREACHING TO THE VISUAL AGE: MULTI-SENSORY 
PREACHING THROUGH THE USE OF 
MULTIMEDIA EQUIPMENT 


by 


Bryant Taylor 
United Theological Seminary, 2003 


Mentor 

Ricky Woods, D.Min. 

Terry Thomas, D.Min. 
The context of this project was Dale Wright Memorial & New Life Seventh-Day 
Adventist Churches, Germantown & Dayton, Ohio. The objective was to show the 
benefits of visual aids in preaching to enable people to better grasp the sermon. The 
hypothesis was people are better able to grasp the points of the message through 
multimedia. The intervention was a sermon preached to each group using the traditional 
method of preaching and the other using multimedia. The research was a post survey in 


each setting. The outcome of the intervention showed that multimedia does impact the 


comprehension of the listener. 
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INTRODUCTION 


What is Preaching? Russell Bowie stated that Preaching is “effective 
communication to a group of people what one intensely believes and feels, in order to 
interest, persuade, convince, and move.”! 

If the preacher is to accomplish this task, he/she must keep in mind, that Preaching 
is...” the result of moderate brains, meticulous preparation, deep emotion, and rich 
experience.” Preaching is “a sacred action that goes beyond the level of human 
discourse.” Therefore, it is paramount that the preacher has a relationship with God, for 
without it, he/she cannot claim an experience that is so vital to preaching. 

Since preaching stems from his/her personal life then preaching is “the natural 
overflow of our religion.” It is through these instances that preaching is “a by product of 
life.”> Because of the experience with the Lord, preaching is “a sheer inevitable joy,”® this 
is the epitome of preaching. It is then understood as “the essential way in which the 


gospel is made known to men.”” Preaching is God’s chosen method of revealing Himself 


1 Walter Russell Bowie, presching (New York: Abingdon Press, 1956), 13. 

2 James Black, The Mystery Of Preaching (New York: Fleming H. Revell Company NY), 1. 
3Ronan Drury, Preaching (New York: Sheed & Ward), 11. 

4Black, Mystery of Preaching, 21. 

SIbid., 21. 

STbid. 


"Drury, Preaching, 4. 


through His word to men, women, and children in today’s society. Therefore, biblical 
preaching is “bridging the gulf between the biblical and modern worlds.”® 

Harold Freeman makes an interesting analogy of preaching and the need for its 
style to be faithful to the style of the text. 

The homiletical style chosen must be appropriate to the style that is 

apparent in the text. Often the various styles found in the bible are 

forced to fit into the homiletical style that the preacher has learned 

or likes the best. For many preachers, unfortunately, seminary 

training in preaching merely furnished them with a set of homiletical 

cookie-cutters which they routinely mash down upon the dough of 

text, and presto! Out pops a little star, or a tree, or a gingerbread 

man.? 
Preaching then is in its simplest and most diluted form, “telling someone else about 
Jesus.”!0 

Having arrived at an ecumenical understanding of preaching, the question of how 
preaching relates to the church must be addressed. John Stott believes, “with regard to 
the total life of ministry preaching hold’s the central place.”!! John Stott also stated, 
“preaching is the central, primary, decisive function of the church.” 12 This concept of the 
place of preaching in relationship to the church will aid the pastor in his/her attempt to 
keep the parishioners on board with his/her vision. John Parks substantiates this: “if the 


hearer once discovers that the preacher knows more about him than he knows about 


8Harold Freeman, Variety In Biblical Preaching (Waco, TX: Word Books, 1987), 28. 
Nbid., 21. 

l0Black, The Mystery Of Preaching, 21. 

11 John Stott, J Believe In Preaching (London: Hodder Stoughton, 1982), 14. 


12Tbid., 15. 


himself, he will willingly let himself be led in, impelled by his sense of need, and allured by 
the promises; and so he follows the minister till the thread breaks.”!3 

The preacher must give more than the company line, what he preaches must be 
part of him/her. “It is imperative that the preacher make it clear to himself and to his 
congregation that the views of the pulpit are not his own point of view, . . . and that he is 
talking not because he happens to have been caught in the preacher’s profession, but that 
he is a preacher because things seem to him to shape themselves in this way.”'4 Ultimately 
the bottom line is that, as Stott states, “the kind of God we believe in determines the kind 
of sermons we preach.”!> 

We have just discovered how preaching relates to the church, but the question to 
be addressed is: “Is preaching necessary in the modern World?” Nothing can take the 
place of public preaching, not even private study. Woodrow Kroll gives credence to this 
point, when he states, “private bible reading is not sufficient to make a well-rounded 
Christian. Private bible reading leads to preaching and preaching in turn leads back to 
private bible reading.”!© 

The answer is simple; preaching is needed in a modern society. There is nothing to 
lead people to a better life than preaching. People today are searching for something to 
add meaning to their otherwise meaningless lives, in order to find fulfillment and a sense of 


wholeness. People are constantly looking to the wrong things for all the right reasons. 


13John Edgar Parks, The Miracle Of Preaching (New York: Macmillan & Company, 1936), 7. 
14Tbid., 23. 
15Stott, J believe in Preaching, 93. 


16Michael Woodrow Knoll, Prescription for Preaching (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Book House, 
1980), 22. 


Even though society has put the listener in a new situation, where conversation and 
discussion have become the means of communication, preaching is “absolutely necessary 
and completely irreplaceable.” '7 

This brings us to our final question, “who is authorized to preach?” History 
informs us that it was in the twelfth century that the right to proclaim the gospel was a 
privilege enjoyed only by the “ordained.” It is this “term that became a sign of the 
difference between the priest and the lay person.”!8 Preaching is the “direct cause of 
grace.”'’ “When you think of what you’ve done today that you should not have done 
today then you should thank God for His grace.” This brings us to the question of who 
is authorized to preach? A succinct answer to the question says that the competent 
preacher is “the one who can set in motion the process of admiration, joy and liberation 
that Jesus Himself set in motion and continues to initiate today.”?! 

Preaching is to enable the listener to visualize the spoken word. While this has 
been this researcher’s goal, it has become increasingly clear that a postmodern society has 
become accustomed to sound and video bites. 

Research shows that 65% of an audience are visual learners, 35% are auditory 
learners, and the remaining 5% are kinesthetic/tactile learners. Therefore, it is evident that 


if people are going to see the message, the method for presentation must change. The 


I7Drury, Preaching, 4. 


18Nadine Foley, Preaching And The Non-Ordained (Minneapolis, MN: The Liturgical Press, 
1983), 17. 


Drury, Preaching, 12. 
20 Tbid., 12. 


2\Tbid. 


challenge of preaching is be appealing and relevant. In order to accomplish this task, one 


must stay on the cutting edge of the time. Thus, the idea for this project. 


CHAPTER ONE 


MINISTRY FOCUS 


There were no flashes of lighting, no rolls of thunder. The earth didn’t rock and 
reel to and fro; the heavens did not even part as a scroll. Nevertheless, I knew beyond a 
shadow of a doubt. Absent any voice, just driven by something within that I could not 
explain, there was no question in my mind as to what I was called to do: Preach. 

My call came by original conviction. I did not go through the typical series of 
future occupations that most children dream about: policeman, fireman, dentist or doctor 
(physician). No, all I have ever wanted was to be a preacher! My mother has often 
remarked when asked what made her son want to be a preacher, “That is all I have ever 
heard him say he wanted to be, even from a little child.” It brings to mind the scripture 
that says, “The Lord hath called me from the womb: from the body of my mother hath he 
made mention of my name.”! 

My mother took me to church each week. Where better to learn how to be a 
preacher than in the Worship service? I loved going to church. Somehow, I knew that if I 
was going to be a preacher, I had to study preaching. So, each week I took my miniature 
reel-to-reel tape recorder with its hand-held microphone to church to record the sermons 


of Elder E. F. Carter, our pastor. Preaching inspired me; it moved me to preach. 


‘Isaiah 49:1. 


I have been preaching since the age of seven. Whether in a neighbor’s home, a 
classmate’s room, a school auditorium, hospital chapel, church sanctuary, or gospel tent, 
there is one element that has always been part of my preaching—the use of visuals to 
punctuate the point. While preaching about Moses parting the Red Sea, I used a big stick. 

In a sermon about the stoning of an apostle, I found a large boulder and described 
how stoning took place—that the one to be stoned was thrown over a cliff and then 
boulders thrust down upon them—at which point, I pulled out this large boulder and 
slammed it on the floor two feet below the pulpit. When preaching on Peter being sifted as 
wheat, I went to a farmer obtained some wheat and while preaching sifted the wheat 
through a sieve. When preaching on the Sacrificial Sanctuary Service, I used the material 
felts from the primary Sabbath School Class. While conducting tent evangelism, I used 
three slide projectors and a dissolver on an 8' X 24' backdrop to project text so the 
unchurched and those unfamiliar with the bible were able to follow along. Images and 
music were incorporated to heighten the sensory absorption of the message. I have been 
preaching since I was seven and have pastored for fourteen years. Punctuating the point 
visually has always been part of my preaching. 

In 1995, I was assigned to my present church, The Dale Wright Memorial 
Seventh-Day Adventist church located in Germantown, Ohio. This is a church that 
understands progression. In the year 1946, Nathan M. Wright formed a branch Sabbath 
School on Conservancy Road in German Township, Ohio. The small group of believers 
met in homes, but in good weather all services were held in the open air under a large 
spreading beech tree in the front yard of William H. Dale. 

The little group would sometimes study and discuss the Bible for the entire day 


stopping only for lunch. Their diligent study later was to play a great part in naming the 


church, which was organized July 3, 1948. Elder John H. Wagner Sr. and Elder Frank L. 
Bland, president and secretary-treasurer respectively, of the Allegheny Conference in 
Pottstown, Pennsylvania chartered it. The church was named Berea Chapel, “the church 
at study.” 

The first house of worship with 24 acres of land was purchased a short time later. 
Avis I. Wiggins and Lucy A. I. Coley had discovered an abandoned tavern on 
Conservancy Road during one of their many nature walks. The bar was cleared and used 
for the pulpit and the booths sawed off and converted into the first church pews. This 
property was purchased in 1949. 

Dale Wright was the first elected elder to the newly formed church which was later 
to bear his name as a memorial to his faithful service and unselfish giving of his talents of 
art and music. The church had humble beginnings, starting in a house and under a beech 
tree to a church with 24 acres of land. 

This church has always kept pace with the people and times. Actually, the church 
has been one step ahead in many respects. Perhaps the most notable dimension of our 
church is music. Music is in the very fiber of the church. The choir has toured 
internationally. The Blendwrights, a singing group and gospel recording artists, were 
members of the church. This group sang gospel music at a time when it was not openly 
welcomed in our denomination. They had a Yamaha electric baby grand piano, bass & 
lead guitars, as well as the unspoken evil—drums—a group ahead of its time. Recently, 
when a new piano needed to be purchased, an acoustic one was not the choice rather a 
digital piano with a sixteen-track recorder in it, so the musicians can have to ability to 
produce and provide orchestration for soloists as opposed to sound tracks. The thread of 


music that runs through the church has attracted many other musicians as well. 


The Dale Memorial Church consists of white-collar professionals—-physicians, 
attorneys, city managers, and business owners. We believe Christianity is caught as much 
as it is taught. In fact, our church tag line is “Catch the Spirit.” 

Dale Wright Memorial Church has birthed four preachers, three of whom who 
serve as denominational leaders. The history of the church is its genuine interest in the 
development of its pastor and its wholehearted support of his efforts to stay relevant to 
the times. 

With my proclivity for cutting edge technology and the church’s inclination toward 
being current and, at times, blazing a trail with new and innovative ways of presenting the 
gospel and reaching people for Christ, I believe our union is for such a time as this. 

Since we live in a visual age, it seems appropriate that the church would utilize the 
technology that is available to reach the visual age. I believe that a major portion of the 
congregation is not grasping all that he or she could from the service because 65% of a 
given audience is visual and processes information visually. The problem, as I see it, is that 
two-thirds of my church is missing the message I hope they would internalize. It is my 
belief that if people can see what you are saying, you are well on your way to impacting 
their lives and moving them to action. 

Historically, visual aids have been used to present the message to the people. We 
have the patriarchs and prophets of old who utilized various items as visual stimulants in 
presenting the message. Moses used a rod, It was that rod that turned into a serpent 
before the eyes of Pharaoh. He used a rod to part the Red Sea. Noah built an ark. As he 
preached about the doom of the world, he visually showed them salvation. Not only did 
the patriarchs and prophets of old utilize visuals, but so did Jesus, Himself. Jesus utilized 


visuals in telling the parables. As he was talking, he would point to the sower spreading 


10 


seeds. He waited until after the disciples had fished all night and then used their net to 
teach an evangelistic lesson. 

In our modern times, preachers use the latest technology available to them to 
preach the gospel. Various items that have been used are chalkboards, flip charts, and 
transparency projectors. In Tent Evangelism, evangelists use screens and slide projectors, 
billboards and flyers. Throughout the history of the church, there has been an attempt to 
visually present the teaching of the message to the people. 

Biblically, we find evidence in Scripture that visual stimulants were encouraged. 
Habakkuk 2:2. “And the Lord answered me, and said, Write the vision, and make it plain 
upon tables, that he may run that readeth it.” Jesus himself said, “The kingdom of heaven 
is like to a grain of mustard seed, which a man took, and sowed in his field.” Matthew 
13:31. 

As I view this problem of the lack of visual stimulants in the sermonic event, I 
believe that Jesus, who used visual aids, would keep pace with the people and the times. 

Therefore, I propose that the use of multimedia during the worship service 1s a 
natural progression. It is keeping pace with the people and the times. It 1s utilizing the 
latest technology available as a medium for impact. My hypothesis is that individuals will 
grasp and internalize more of the message when it reaches more than one of the senses. 
Words are not abstract, they are concrete; they do not exist on an island of wanderings, 
but in a land of direction. Words are associated with images. Visual stimulants enable the 
listener to find the right hook to hang their mental hat on. Visual stimulants are the mattes 


on which the words can be mounted and framed. A picture is worth a thousand words. 


1] 


The research method for testing this hypothesis will be one sermon. It will be 
preached to two different groups in different methods. First audibly, then with the use of 


multimedia. After each sermon, there will be a post test given to evaluate the method. 


CHAPTER TWO 


THE STATE OF THE ART IN THIS MINISTRY MODEL 


Ten Strategies for Preaching in a Multi Media Culture - Thomas H. Troeger 


The premise of the book is that, since we live in a multimedia culture, we should 
preach in a cinematic way. The author presents ten different and varied ways to present 
the sermon to the congregation, including creating a parable, playing with an image, and 
the sermon as movie script. He then challenges the reader to develop his or her own 
strategy for preaching to a media culture. 

I felt this book opened the mind of readers to stretch themselves in looking to 
preach in a different way than one ordinarily might. It also gave insight on how each 
strategy could be delivered. The shortfall of the book was that the author challenges the 
reader to develop his or her own strategy, but does not outline how to do it. It left the 


reader to launch out into the deep alone. 
_ Preaching to Programmed People - Timothy A. Turner 


The premise of this book is that television has adversely impacted preaching and its 
effects. The author clearly states that televised preaching or watching TV as opposed to 
church attendance is not true worship and is not discipleship. The author believes that 
television has captured the church and that preaching in a local congregation must face the 


challenge of recapturing it. 


12 
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I began to read this book and thought it was an individual’s “gripe session.” 
However, as I continued to read, J realized that, though the author did have a “gripe,” he 
was doing something constructive about it. He sets out to show what preaching can do 
about TV by becoming media relevant, defining problems within biblical categories, and 


offering solutions that are scripturally based. 


Preaching to the Times - Charles E. Bradford 


The premise of the book is that, if preachers are not careful, preaching will not 
fulfill its purpose. The author sets out to lay a foundation by which the preacher can 
accomplish what he sees as the goal of preaching—reaching, teaching and holding people. 
He focuses on careful selection of sources, sermon construction and destination. 
According to the author, the sermon should have a target it plans to hit, with its ultimate 
goal of making people ready to meet Jesus at His second coming. 

I thoroughly enjoyed this book. It looked at preaching not just as a celebrative 
event, but also as a life-changing event. The author’s focus was on the preacher becoming 
better at the task of preaching. After the people have been reached with the gospel and 
taught by the word, preaching should keep them in the church and in a relationship with 


Jesus. 
African American Christian Worship - Melva Wilson Costen 


The premise of this book is that the African American worship is distinct from any 
other in its styles and origin. The author makes it clear that, while there are common 
themes in African American worship, one should not assume that they are all homogenous 


in style. 


14 


This book for me was helpful in that it supplied the origins of many of the common 
practices and traditions held sacred by the black church. It also gave the origins of many of 
the African American denominations, along with insight into their theology, which I found 


most helpful. 
The Hum: Call and Response in African American Preaching - Evans E. Crawford 


The premise of this book is that there is a musical style to African American 
preaching. The author begins by naming many of the verbal responses offered by African 
American congregations. He shows the progression from “Help ‘em, Lord” to “Glory 
Hallelujah!” He shares and describes the musicality through literary devices and phrasing 
of black preaching. 

I found this book to be insightful to the art form of black preaching, in its style and 
delivery. The author with precision dissects the various styles and verbal phrases. The only 
disappointment I had was that the same precision was not given to the call and response. I 


wished the author had laid out in detail the attributes of this preaching device. 


Power in the Pulpit - Cleophus J. Larue 


The goal of this book is to broaden the preaching skill of those who take preaching 
seriously. This book features twelve black preachers and their strategies for sermon 
preparation. Each preacher supplied a sermon, as well as the preacher’s steps in sermon 
preparation. 

I found the book insightful, for it gave me a view into the mind of some of the 


most powerful preachers in America. I was privy to the personal idiosyncrasies of how and 
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why they do what they do when it comes to preaching. This book also started me thinking 


about how I approach sermon preparation and documenting the steps and process. 


Preaching to a Postmodern World - Graham Johnston 


This book clearly outlines postmodernity. The author outlines in a progressive 
manner the age in which the modern preacher must preach. He alerts the reader to the 
challenges and obstacles to be faced in preaching to a postmodern world as well rules for 
engaging the postmodern listener. 

I enjoyed this book because it artistically painted the picture of the postmodern 
listener. I most appreciated the author’s approach to overcoming challenges and obstacles. 
He listed storytelling, audiovisuals, drama and art as several practices to engage the 


postmodern world. 


CHAPTER THREE 


THEORETICAL FOUNDATIONS 


Historical Foundation 


When one examines the sermonic moment in the worship service of the church it 
does not take long to discover that preaching is primarily an auditory presentation. 
Therefore, those who learn by listening are at a greater advantage than those who do not. 
In other words, those who do not learn by listening become disadvantaged in the 
preaching event. 

It is the belief of this writer that traditional preaching fails to have its greatest 
impact on visual learners. Babin asserts, “Our basic ways of communication and the 
sources of our language are not the written but the audio-visual type.”! Often while 
preaching, the preacher looks to the congregation for a response to assist in knowing 
whether the point is clear and has been captured. However, if no response is given the 
preacher often will use a homiletical tag line such as “did you get it or did you miss it,” or 
“it will come to you later.” Many times, it is not the congregant who simply misses the 
point or just didn’t get it, rather it was the style in which it was presented J. W. Keefe 


states, “Learning problems frequently are not related to the difficulty of the subject matter 


\Pierre Babin, The New Era of Religious Communication (Minneapolis, MN: Augsburg Fortress, 
1991), 79. 


16 
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but rather to the type and level of cognitive process required to learn the material.’ It is 
not that the concept was so deep but rather the method used to present the information 
hindered the congregant from gaining all he/she could have. 

Research has determined that “learning styles do exist.3 “A learning style is the 
way one prefers to learn. It doesn’t have anything to do with how intelligent a person is.” 
People are born with particular preferences to learning styles. These learning styles are 
referred to as learning modalities, which “are the sensory channels or pathways through 
which individuals give, receive and store information.”> There are three learning modalities 
or “preferred perceptions”:® auditory, visual, and kinesthetic/tactile. “Most students learn 
with all their modalities but have certain strengths and weaknesses in a specific modality.” 

“Auditory learners enjoy listening and respond well to lecture.”* “Visuals learn by 
seeing. They think in pictures. They have greater recall of concepts that are presented 


visually.”? “They scroll through the mental pictures until the right one is found,”!° while 





2J. W. Keefe, Profiling and Utilizing Learning Style (Reston, VA: National Association of 
Secondary Schools Principals, 1998). 


3G. K Talmadge and J. W. Shearer, “Relationship among learning styles, instructional methods 
and the nature of learning experiences,” Journal of Educational Psychology (1969): 57 


4S. C. Harbert, Learning Styles; available from http://www.vesun.org/~sharbet/436/ 
436wk02f00.html; Internet, Accessed 4 February 2002. 


5Karen Hood and J. Wilson, Exploring Learning Styles and Instruction, Available from 
http://jwilson.coe.uga.edu/EMT705.Hood.html; Internet, Accessed 4 February 2002. 


6 C. F. Eislzer, “Perceptual preferences as an aspect of adolescent learning styles,” Education, 
(1983): 103. 


7 J.C. Reiff, Learning Styles (Washington, DC: National Education Association, 1992). 


8W. B. Barbe and R. H. Swassing, Teaching through Modality Strengths (New York: Zane- 
Bloser, Inc., 1979). 


9Hood, Exploring Learning Styles and Instruction. 


10Available from http://www.monroe.k12.fl.us/Is/Visual.html; Internet; accessed 4 February 
2003. ; 
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the kinesthetic/tactual learner gathers his/her information through senses, “touch and 
feel.” 

Educators have long been involved in working toward engaging students in 
learning through each ones perspective learning style. In fact “post secondary learning 
environments favor auditory learners and disadvantage visual learners”’” primarily because 
the environment utilizes a lecture style of instruction. Other institutions are concerned with 
and are seeking to address the needs of visual learners. Hospitals are rapidly keeping pace, 
they have included on the initial patient assessment sheet this question: “How do you learn 
best? Verbal, Written, Demonstration, or Other.”!3 However, it is the belief of this writer 
that, though the church has an everlasting effect on the life on an individual, it has fallen 
behind with regard to keeping pace with the modes of learning. 

The church in its children’s division will use, felts, pictures, charts, and videos to 
gain the attention and engage the children in their learning process. The church must be 
applauded for it does a great deal of visualization with the children during the lesson study 
time. Yet, the same concept of allowing a picture to say a thousand words has been lost 
during the worship hour. The idea of visual presentation has scarcely been used and the 


impact on the congregation has rarely been felt. Thomas Troeger states, “Despite 


11D, R. Stronck, “The educational implications of human individuality,” American Biology 
Teacher, (1980): 42, 146-151. 


12 Auditory Learners; Available from Http://www.Calstatela.edu/centers/cel/fitsc/demonstrations/ 
learning/tsld026.html; Internet; Accessed 4 February 2003. 


13Miami Valley Hospital, Dayton Ohio. Patient History and Nursing Assessment. 
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historical debates about images in the church, the use of the eye in worship has never 
disappeared.” !4 

Visuals learners make up about 65% of the population, while auditory learners 
30% and the remaining 5% is comprised of kinesthetic and tactual.!5 Although the church 
is full of visuals the presentation of the gospel through preaching mainly reaches the 
auditory. Gregor Goethals writes, “In both high and popular culture artists construct 
visual meanings, attempting in various ways to render visible invisible truths which 
illuminate experience. In contemporary society this impulse has found extensive expression 
outside the church.””° It is evident that contemporary society uses images to shape and 
foster ideology, lifestyle and thought. The expansion of pop culture networks is a 
testimony to that. Troeger states, “since people are not going to stop watching television, 
or playing computer games, we need a fruitful preaching strategy for making enduring 
images and prolonged memories of tradition vividly engaging.””’ 

It is incumbent on the preacher to adjust to the needs of the congregation. As an 
instructor of the Word of God, preachers must work in conjunction with the idea that “if'a 
student does not learn the way we teach him, we must teach him the way he learns.”'* The 


important issue is to be aware that people learn differently, and if the ideas, concepts, 
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truths are presented in the way people learn, the congregation will become more involved, 
engaged and responsive to the preaching moment. With that understanding, the preaching 
can present visual sermons that will have a far-reaching impact upon the members. If in 
education “varying teaching strategies to address all channels promotes learning no mater 
what students’ preferences of cognitive styles are,” then why not in preaching? 

Wayne Schmidt, in his article “The value of video,” asks two questions: “Can we 
show it better than we can say it?” and “Are we appealing to different learning styles?” He 
concludes with this thought: “video may have its risks, but they are pale in comparison to 
the rewards.””” 

This writer failed to find a plethora of information that dealt specifically with the 
use of multi-media during the sermonic event. However, the use of multimedia as a 
medium of presentation of information is often used in corporations. Corporate executives 
are faced with adapting their presentation skills. Ty Boyd of Executive Learning Systems, 
Charlotte, NC, states, “the cultural shift in business has perplexed more than its share of 
older presenters. Years ago, an executive at a corporation could get by on his position 
power. It could even work up to a decade ago. But now executives are finding position 
power is no longer all that’s needed to hold an audience.””” Corporations spend hundreds 
of thousands of dollars on their boardrooms where presentations are made. Merrill Lynch 
received the grand prize for best boardroom from Presentations Magazine in 2001. The 


company spent Seven Hundred and Fifty Thousand dollars ($750,000) on audiovisual 
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equipment.”' Many account executives’ sales portfolio no longer includes flip charts and 
transparencies; the modern sales person uses a laptop and portable data projector. 

The use of multimedia has not been limited to the boardroom, but has also 
expanded to the classroom. “Lectures and chalk may never disappear,””” but many 
institutions of higher learning are investing large sums of money to provide state of the art 
classrooms for professors and students. The University of Virginia allocated $400,000 a 
year to presentation technology.” A goal of education is to utilize methods that enhance 
the students’ learning. “Instructional technologists—those who make a living by 
determining how and why people learn best—have discovered that creating and providing 
‘technology-forward presentation spaces for faculty helps students learn more in a shorter 
period of time.””* The idea of students learning more in a shorter time period has caught 
the attention of many colleges and universities and they are incorporating technology into 
the classroom. The University of Virginia has classrooms with projectors and advanced 
visual aids to assist the professor in teaching the class. Stanford University has smart 
panels in each room to control lighting, sound, screens, source selection, slide control, 
microphone input, data jacks and auxiliary audio input. The University of Arizona's MBA 
program installed virtual classrooms that utilize videoconferencing technology. This 
enables a teacher to instruct students in two different locations. 

Larsen Hall at Harvard University’s Graduate School for Education received 


Presenters Magazine grand prize for best auditorium. The audiovisual cost was $293,000. 
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It appears that they, along with other schools, agree with the findings of R. Byron Pipes 
and Jack M. Wilson president and acting provost and dean of undergraduate education, 
respectively of Renssalaer Polytechnic who noted in their 1996 study “that educational 
technology cost are usually justified by enhanced learning and productivity.”"~” 

Thus it is the opinion of this writer that the church needs to address this issue, 
especially in light of the fact that 65% of the congregation are visuals. Preachers have 
biblical support for such an idea “Jesus was a storyteller He spoke in parables to illustrate 
His points with His audience. In modern times, film and television are the storytellers. We 
should use these media in more creative ways to deliver the message.” 

“To address the learning needs of visual learners requires innovation and 
unconditional techniques.””’ If preachers are going to connect in a relevant way and keep 
pace with the demands of the media age, they must embrace the available technology. It is 
nothing less than revolutionary to adapt and adjust one’s preaching to the learning 
characteristics of the members. 

One preacher shares his experience with multimedia in the preaching moment. “I 
introduced the movie and showed the clip. It-was amazing to watch the response. Children 


stopped squirming. Teenagers stopped talking. Adults stopped doodling. Attention was 
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riveted not only by hearing a message, but by seeing a message in a medium common m 
their everyday lives.” 

While there is not an abundance of research on the use of visualizations during the 
preaching moment, there are instances in history where preachers have been on the cutting 
edge and utilized visuals to paint their sermonic picture. 

Historically, visual aids have been used to present the message to the people. We 
have the patriarchs and prophets of old who utilized various items as visual stimulants in 
presenting the message. Moses used a rod. It was the rod that turned into a serpent before 
the eyes of Pharaoh. He used a rod to part the Red Sea. Noah built an ark. As he preached 
about the doom of the world, he visually showed them salvation. Not only did the 
patriarchs and prophets of old utilize visuals, but also Jesus Himself. Jesus utilized visuals 
in telling the parables. As he was talking, he would point to the Sower spreading seeds. He 
waited until after the disciples had fished all night and then used their net to teach an 
evangelistic lesson. As the priest brought the women caught in adultery, He used the sand 
of the earth as a panoramic screen to portray the sinful events of their lives. 

In our modern times, preachers use the latest technology available to them to 
preach the gospel. Various items that have been used are chalkboards, flip charts and 
transparency projectors. During the late 60s and early 70s in Tent Evangelism, the cutting 
edge technology was fluorescent chalk and black lights. The evangelist would use 
fluorescent chalk to write and draw on the chalkboard and when he reached his appeal the 
incandescent lights would go out and the black lights aimed toward the black board would 


come on. And right before the very eyes of the audience the board came alive glowing 
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with brilliancy. The technology developed further and in the late 70’s the cutting edge was 
a slide projector and a screen. The evangelist would use the projector to show slides of the 
cross of Calvary, Golgotha’s Hill, the second coming of Christ to redeem the saints, and 
the dead rising from their graves to meet the Lord in the air. This development marked the 
beginning of projecting text onto the screen. (This is also the birth of song projection that 
praise teams use today.) For the first time, the audience could see the text with pictures to 
reinforce the point in the sermon they heard. They not only read 1 Thessalonians 4:16,17 
“For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the 
archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: Then we 
which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet 
the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord,” but they also saw a pictorial 
representation of the event. 

While this was a great advancement, it had its limitations: Only one slide could be 
seen at a time and it was a hard cut between slides. In the early 80’s, that limitation had 
been solved with the development of the dissolve unit. This unit was capable of operating 
up to three slide projectors at a time. This enabled the preacher to fade from one slide to 
the next and gave his presentation a much smoother look and feel. It also gave him the 
flexibility to project more than one image at a time ifhe used more than one screen. 
During this era, multiple screens became the norm. A preacher could show a series of texts 
in succession across the screen as opposed to on one screen. The dissolve unit also had the 
capability to appear as if the slide was animated. Evangelists utilized slide projectors to the 
extent of their budget, from one projector and screen to ten dissolve units and thirty 


projectors and 10x30-foot seamless screens. Visual preaching had taken on a new 


meaning. 
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Other visualizations were in the area of advertisement. The preacher began to use 
marketing tools to advertise. There were mass mailings of handbills and billboards, even 
television to advertise the Mass Crusade to be held. 

In the African American church, it has always been the aim of the preacher, as 
Larue states, to “paint the picture.””’ The black preacher makes use of literary devices to 
help the congregation to see what he is saying, such as alliteration (the repetition of the 
same sound at the beginning of words), aporia (the expression of hesitation of where to 
begin or difficulty of what to do in some arduous affair), eroesis (the asking of questions 
without waiting for the answer), and historical present (the description of a historical 
event as though it is taking place in the present).”° 

The black preacher will ask, “do you see what I am saying?” It is through rhetoric, 
literary devices, flowery language, and turning of phrases that the black preacher has 
attempted to paint the picture. One such example is: 


Jacob sent his favorite son Joseph to check on his older sons who 
were tending the sheep in the fields. Joseph was excited; he was 
going on a trip. Going to see his brothers. He found them early that 
the morning. The sun had come from its hiding place and kissed the 
dawn of the eastern horizon sending out it’s gamer rays of gold, 
purple, red, orange, and yellow creating a beautiful sunset. It was a 
beautiful morning. The dew lay upon the hills like a jewel scarf 
draped about her mistress neck. The cool gentle breeze, pregnant 
with the morning midst caresses the leaves in the olives trees 
causing them to clap their hands like cymbals in an orchestra. The 
birds made vocal the air with their beautiful music as they split the 
airwaves with their wings. The flowers bedecked the hills and 
valleys with their indescribable beauty. 

When Joseph saw his brothers in the distance, he was excited, 
he ran to meet them with excited joy and a sense of expectancy; but 
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unfortunately his brothers did not share his joy or excitement. They 
hated him and said to themselves, “behold this dreamer cometh.””’ 


Another example is: 


There were gods and galleons, peacocks and huge blocks of ice 
sculptured into leopards and lions. Whole pigs were cradled in lilies 
of the valley and watercress. Entire lambs were roasted with their 
fore paws crossed like crusaders. The table, the set table is a star, a 
five-pointed star. This is the night when the beautiful palace of 
Babylon is transformed; flashing lights, pulsating music, a thousand 
lords and ladies all gathered together. This is it, be there or be 
square. 

This is it, the first clash of the cymbals sound the first note of 
the feast. Enter those young Nubians beaded down in their finest 
for the occasion. Their muscles wrapped, wrapped more tightly 
than steel cable around wirier frames. Enter those young Nubians. 
Enter now, those young maidens. From the far flung parts of the 
empire. Dressed only in the scantiest camisoles, they sashay down 
the center aisle. Enter all now all those dwarfs who scurry about 
and attend all the guest from the farthest reaches of the empire. 
This is it. The golden palace Club Babylon. 

And there he is on a stage lifted up a little bit from his guest so 
everybody can see him; he’s the king you know. A slug of a man 
maybe 16,17 he’s no Nebuchadnezzar. He’d rather party than annex 
new territories. There he is a slug of a man, he’s the king and scores 
of his admirers sit around eyeing him with hollow appreciation. 
He’s the king. And as is the case, kings must be kings and certainly 
he must do something to signal he’s in the house. So he rises now, 
groggily, tipsy. He rises to his small stature. He rises, he wipes the 
off. . . of his mouth, “I propose a toast. Uh, I propose a toast. Now 
you my citizens are here tonight at my behest and the gods have 
deemed it so. I guessed whatever kinds of gods there are that 
would allow you to be captive and subjugated, but the gods have 
deemed it so. But I propose that we make a toast to the, uh, true 
gods, the gods of gold and of silver and of brass. Uhm, this, this 
vessel won’t do. Fetch for me the golden vessels uh over there in 
my grandfather’s trophy case.” A little older man (imagination here) 
says, “king you know your father he set those vessels in glass 
because those vessels belong to the Jewish God. And he wanted 
those to be regarded as a treasured possession. You sure?” _ 

“What is that to me? What’s his name?” “Jehovah.”“Jehobo? 
What kind of name is that, what kind of name is that for a god? 
Jeho, yeah get the golden vessels from the god Jehob uh excuse me 


31Excerpt from a sermon preached by Elder James O. Best from Genesis 37:12-19 


26 


27 


Jehovah, get those vessels and bring them to me.” You can hear the 
clash now of glass being broken from the trophy case and one of 
those little dwarfs, scurries there grabs the vessel. He says, “Sill it to 
the brim” and they do. “Now I propose a toast, all hail, repeat after 
me, all hail the gods of gold” all hail the gods of gold, “all the gods 
of silver” all hail the gods of silver. “All hail the gods of brass and 
of stone and of wood.” all hail the gods of brass and of stone and of 
wood. 

“And” just as he’s about to vomit out a fresh blasphemy, uh 
right in midst of his defiant decadent speech just as the words of 
recrimination for the Jewish God are rolling of his lips, right in the 
middle of his speech suddenly a bloodless hand appears scraping 
into the vermilion plaster of the Babylonian Palace a hand deliberate 
in its movement and definite in its writing. The fingers of a 
bloodless hand appear, man the place goes crazy, the paparazzi pull 
out their cameras flash bulbs are popping and handy cams are 
running, and video projectors and reports are rushing to the scene. 
They say to themselves, “can’t nobody do it like Belshazzar, you 
know when Belshazzar does it he does it big time.” And everybody 
thinks this is just another part of the light show. Until! Until they 
stare at the now blanched face of Belshazzar. His eyes are as wide 
as saucers, his foul mouth hangs agape, lips quivering, hands 
shaking, knees slapping together like ceramic wind chimes. 
Belshazzar. . 

“Can somebody read the writing?” “Where are my wise men, 
where is Jean Dixon and the amazing Kreskin, can somebody call 
the psychic friends network. Where are my.advisors where are — 
astrologers and the soothsayers?” Enter now the astrologers and 
the soothsayers. They come in now dressed in their black robes 
their beards long and stiff with pomade. Their blanched little faces, 
and those strange little bonnets with moon and stars. 

Now the Persian ambassadors come in, these Babylonian 
soothsayers come in, and the shuffle their way down the aisle. All 
wise and unknowing. They come in now and they look at the 
writing and huddle together, they look and they huddle. Then they 
look and they huddle and the go to the king, it’s consensus, 
“nobody can read that writing king. That’s the writing of a strange 
god, nobody can read that writing I don’t know how many degrees 
it would take in astrology to read that writing king. We’re at the 
top of the heap we got Ph.D.’s in soothsaying. But even we, we in 
all of our years of study we have never seen writing like that 
writing.” | 

O’ the king knows the deal king knows the deal. It’s all about 
economics. He says, “well I tell you what. I'll tell you what. 
Anybody who can read the writing I’ll give them a robe of purple.” 
Instant royalty. “I'll give them a golden chain.” They will be 
independently wealthy. “I’ll make them the third ruler in the 
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kingdom if they just read the writing,”Uh, the stakes have been 
upped, they huddle together, they look and the writing, they huddle 
together, they look at the writing. And they say, “king this the 
writing of a strange god as much as we’d love to win the | 
sweepstakes, king we gotta be honest with you. This is the writing 
of a strange and god and no one can read the writing” And with this 
last announcement a ripple roles through the audience. And that © 
ripple swells into an uproar, the kings face is blanched whiter than a 
peanut. People know this is serious, “that wasn’t part of the light 
show, he wasn’t on the guest list. He was an uninvited he was an 
intruder.” And they know this is serious.” 


The African American preacher through his/her choice of words and nuances of 
speech agrees with Alex Montoya who states, “words that appeal to the five senses— 
sight, touch, smell, taste, and hearing—will help people sense what you are saying, 
understand it better, and remember it longer.””* Crawford Evans reiterates the point with 
this thought, “the preacher seeks to sound the Word so that people not only hear it but 
also see it.””* 

Babin identifies three stages of discovery about audiovisuals. 1. Realizing the 
power of audio-visual methods as an aid to instruction, 2. Recognizing that audio-visual 
materials are not simply aids but are a language in themselves. 3. Understanding that the 
audio-visual media bring with them a new, all encompassing culture.” Babin asserts that 
“audio-visuals are a language within themselves.””° This is true, for the vision attached to 


a word is concrete, therefore words are not abstract. Each word in the language has a 


concrete object or idea to which it refers. Upon hearing a word a person has a picture of 
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what they are talking about, Words are concrete. John supports this idea, “and the Word 
became flesh and dwelt among us.” Words are tools of communication as are visuals; they 
transport the person directly to the thought of the speaker. 

In this researcher’s estimation, there are several challenges when it comes to 
maintaining visualizations in the 21* century. The first will be overcoming the 
misconceptions that presentation technology is a geek’s playground. The presentation 
equipment today is very user friendly. To accomplish preaching with multimedia, the 
preacher must utilize specific presentation equipment. The latest equipment includes a 
computer; preferably a laptop for portability; a data/video projector; a remote control, a 
monitor and presentation software. 

The dominant challenge will be in keeping pace with technology. Technology is 
constantly changing and improving. There will always be a newer device. The challenge 
will be to resist the temptation to upgrade just because there is a newer version. The 
preacher must utilize the present equipment to its potential and, once the capabilities have 
been reached and the equipment is no longer capable of producing the desired end result, 
then it is time to make a change. This leads to the next challenge—budgetary constraints. 
There usually is more to acquire than there are available funds. Another challenge will be 
in the area of preparation time. If the preacher is the primary person who is responsible for 
the research, gathering, development, and presentation of the visual, then preparation time 
will present a great challenge to the preacher. Even if he is not the primary person, the 
challenge becomes getting the sermon and visual ideas he wishes to portray to the 
appropriate person in a timely manner, as well as having time to rehearse with the visuals. 
For the pastor who prepares at the eleventh hour, this task will be impractical, 


overwhelming, and insurmountable, nothing short of impossible. 
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Throughout the history of the church, there has been an attempt to visually present 
the teaching of the message to the people. It is clear that people cannot only hear the 
message, but they must see it. Crawford punctuates this researcher’s point, “the ear alone 
is not sufficient.””’ Montoya accompanies the idea with, “The listener does not have the 
luxury of rereading the paragraph. He hears it but once, and if it is not outfitted with the 


proper means of impacting his heart, he gets not second chance.””® 


Biblical 


The bible is a visual book. It is replete with visual learning events. The prophets of 
old to Jesus Himself have used visual stimulants to enable their listeners to grasp the 
message they were sharing. There was the burning bush”’ that God used to get the 
attention of Moses to tell him that he was the one chosen to lead the Israelites out of 
bondage. There was rod that turned into a snake.*” Moses and Aaron were told to lay 
down the rod and it would turn into a serpent before Pharaoh as a sign of God’s power 
over him. In response to that, Pharaoh had his magicians do the same thing. However, 
Pharaoh’s serpents were consumed by God’s. There was Miriam, who disapproved of 
Moses’ actions, and God brought down leprosy upon her.*’ The parting of the Red Sea,” 


where God told Moses to stretch out his rod over the sea and it parted giving the Israelites 
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dry ground to cross on and an escape from Pharaoh and his army. The quail stacked high 
on the ground;*’ the Israelites complained because they only had manna to eat, a white 
honey substance, and they had not meat, so God rained down quail that was stacked three 
feet on the ground. The water from a rock; when there was no water for the children of 
Israel, Moses was told to speak to the rock, but instead, he struck it with the rod. There 
was the pillar of a cloud by day and the pillar of fire by night that led the Israelites through 
the wilderness.’ The axe-head that floated;*° when a worker who borrowed an axe swung 
it and the head flew off into the water, the prophet Elisha took a stick and put it m the 
water and the axe head came to the top. The sun moving backward ten degrees;*’ King 
Hezekiah was told he was going to die and asked for more time and the sign the Lord 
gave him was the sun going back ten degrees. The fiery furnace;** King Nebuchadnezzar 
had a statue built of himself and ordered everyone to bow down to it and if not they would 
be cast into the fiery furnace. The water turned into wine;*’ Jesus attends a wedding in 
which they have run out of drink and he performs a miracle by turning water into wine. 
Lazarus raised from the dead;”’ Jesus receives word that His friend has died and he goes 


and raises him from the dead. The paralytic lowered through the roof:”' Jesus heals a 


43Numbers 11:1-31 
44Numbers 20:1-11 
45Exodus 13:21 
462 Kings 6:1-6 
472 Kings 2:1-11 
48Daniel 3:1-30 
49John 2:1-11 
50John 11:1-44 


5iMark 2:1-12 


32 


paralyzed man whose friends have cut a hole in the roof of the house and lowered him 
down because the crowd was so large they could not get into the house. The lame man 
taking up his bed and walking; Jesus encounters a man who has not walked and tells him 
to take up his bed and walk. 

There are a plethora of events where visuals were used to enhance the learning 
experience of the audience. This researcher has chosen as his scriptural foundation two 
texts to emphasize this—Habakkuk 2:2 and Matthew 13:31. 

Frank Gaebelein states, “Habakkuk’s prophecy is set against the background of the 
decline and fall of the Judean kingdom.””’ The prophet is concerned about his homeland 
and his people and he frequently turns to God for answers. He questions God so often he 
has been referred to as the “Doubting Thomas” of the Old Testament. The prophet’s main 
concern was how long the injustice would continue, thus this was the focus of his 
questioning. The “theme question” of Habakkuk is, “how can God use a wicked nation 
such as Babylon for his divine purpose?”>* Other prophets often spoke to the people on 
behalf of God, but Habakkuk spoke to “God about his people and nation.””° 

In the second chapter of his book, we find him sitting atop his tower awaiting an 
answer from the Lord. He is given explicit instructions from God on how to reveal the 
message given him. Habakkuk 2:2 “And the Lord answered me, and said, Write the vision, 


and make it plain upon tables, that he may run that readeth it.” 
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It is clear from the passage where the message came from as well as what the 


prophet was to do with it. Habakkuk was told to write, (1{12 which is transliterated as 


katab and means to write, inscribe, describe, take dictation, engrave). “Its basic use is to 
write down a message.””” 

Prophets were often given messages from God and they were to speak the 
message. (e.g., Ezekiel 25:1-3,8,15) Thus the delivery of the message was audible. 
However, Habakkuk was not told to speak the message, but to write it. Messages of God 
that were written were for the purpose of a permanent record (e.g., Deuteronomy 27:2-8) 
W. E. Vine states, “The use of this word implies something more than keeping a record of 


something so that it can be remembered. . . . Its extended implication in the case of Divine 


commands is that man must obey what God has recorded””’ The message given to the 


prophet is one of gloom and doom and yet he is told to engrave the scenes of the yin ; 


hazon the Hebrew word for vision. This ] 131 that he was to 111 was not dictation, it 


was as a Cinematic movie played out before him in surround sound. Visualizations also 
create permanent records just as written documents. A picture burned into the mind of an 


individual stays with them. It is interesting to note that long after they have forgotten the 


written words they still can recall and describe the picture. The noun }TIT denotes vision 


that is almost invariably supersensory in nature.”* As verse one of Chapter two states, “I 
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will stand upon my watch, and set me upon the tower, and will watch to see what he will 
say unto me, and what I shall answer when I am reproved.”” s 

Note the position of the prophet “upon the tower” watching to see what will be 
said. This writer believes it is worth noting the prophet was not awaiting an audible 
response from God, but rather a visual one, “will watch to see what he will say unto me.” 
The literary style of the prophet suggests that he is visual and learns more through sight 
than sound. Therefore, God presents the message to him ina manner that best fits his 


learning style-visual. God produces a multimedia message for the prophet. 


Further, ]}TT “almost always signifies a means of divine revelation.” Thus we are 


assured the prophet did not fabricate the message himself rather that it was from God. 


After receiving this 111 from God, the prophet ceases from questioning and is not given 


another message to relay to the Judean people. As indicated by the book of this prophet 


TTT represented “the entirety of a prophet’s message as it is written down.”*! 


Habakkuk is told to engrave the revelation and make it 7 ba’ar make 


distinct.” This message was to be distinct and clear, not convoluted, confusing, or 
ambiguous. Pictures are quite distinct from words. Pictures are often associated with other 
things, often the understanding of one thing is attached, tied or associated with a visual 


moment in our minds, and this is known as episodic memory. This type of memory “is 
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based on experiences, events, memories in context. It has unlimited capacity, forms 
quickly and requires no practice. It is enhanced by sensory input: sights, sounds, smells, 
and movement. Recall is triggered by contextual cues such as location and emotions” 

Pictures are easier to gain information from than text. Written text requires the 
comprehension of the reader to be at the level of the writer. A picture tells the story and 
makes the point in and of itself. Often the written text is written in the jargon of the writer 
and can be very confusing to the reader. For example below are the instructions for 
connecting a DVD player to a amplifier: “Connect the digital output jacks of the DVD 
player to the receiver’s digital input jacks to bring the multi channel surround sound of a 
movie theater into your home. To fully enjoy multi channel surround five speakers and a 
sub woofer are required.” After reading these instructions, the reader may be confused 
and remark to themselves, “connect what to what?” It appears manufacturers knew people 
would be confused after reading the instructions because they included a pictorial diagram 
of the steps to take. The picture removes all ambiguity, confusion and doubt from the 
reader’s mind. After viewing the picture the reader can be heard to say, “Oh, that is what 
| they were talking about.” 

The message was to capture the attention of the people just as it did the prophet. 
The transmission of the message was to be different from the means to which the people 
had become accustomed. It was to be set apart from any other message so that it stood 


out from among them. Its distinctiveness is outlined in the text, the message was to be 
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written in “large legible characters” upon a m3 luwach tablet, board, or plank.” 


There were various objects and materials used as writing surfaces in the patriarchal days, 
such as wood, stone, ivory, leaves, bark, linen, baked clay, wax, potsherds and metal.°” 
Writing letters on a board was the primary method used in Jewish education. “In teaching 
to read, the alphabet was to be imparted by drawing the letters on a board, till the child 
became familiar with them.”” 


The prophet is told to engrave the dictated revelation in large legible characters 


upon stone for the express purpose that one could 7°17 rus “to hasten, run.”” To further 


emphasize the distinctiveness of the message, Francis Brown states that, “a special nuance 


of 7°17 is to read quickly or fluently.”” The reader was to be able to grasp the message 


ina moment. After taking hold of the message, the message would then take hold of the 


reader and serve as an impetus to cause the reader to run with the news. The purpose of 


the running was based on what the reader XV qara, read to oneself.” The prophet is 


told to engrave the dictated revelation, in large legible characters, upon stone, for the 


express purpose that one could hasten to run after reading the message to himself. 
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This passage has often been misunderstood. Many have taken it to mean that the 
reader could do so while running. This idea has perhaps been perpetuated by John Keble’s 
hymn, “There is a book who runs, may read.” 

There is a book, who runs may read, 

which heavenly truth imparts, 

and ail the lore its scholars need, 

pure eyes and Christian hearts. 

This is not the intention of the message or the prophet. The message was to be so legible 
that whoever readeth it, may run to tell all whom he can the good news of the foe’s 
coming doom and Judah’s deliverance.” Another idea is that one may run past and still 
read or be able to read swiftly.”* Still yet another idea, Grotius, Ludovicus De Dieu, and 
Maurer interpret it: “Run” is not literal running, but “that he who reads it may run through 
it,” that is, read it at once without difficulty.“ At any rate, the idea is that the message was 
clear so that if moving by quickly it could be grasped or if standing there it would cause 
you to run and tell it. 

Clearly, we have an example of the prophet using visual means to stimulate the 
reader into action. Often instructions are given to people and they ask “you want me to do 
what?” They are told it is clearly written right in front of you. Yet the reader is still not 
clear what is expected of him/her. He/she is often heard to say, “can you show me what 
you are talking about.” When this is done they say “I got it, before I was not sure what 


you meant.” Seeing it takes away all the confusion that could have been lost in the 


translation of the nuances of the language or inflection of the voice. 
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The message of the prophet was to be so clear that the reader could grasp it 
quickly and take off running to tell another of it. These messages where often placed in 
public places for all to see and read them.”” Here the visual aspect of the clarity of the 
message and purpose take on another side. The message was not just for the prophet, it 
was for the people. While the prophet was visual, the means of sharing information was a 
practical one for community. The community had continual access to the message, they 


were provided with the opportunity to review it when and as often as they deemed 


necessary. A subsequent meaning of X") (0 is “accosting a person whether friend or foe.” 


The visual message was so powerful that as the person X1/ or read it they ran to tell it 


and would stop not only the first person that crossed their path or whose path they 


crossed but each and every person they came into contact with. They would stop and 


X"1(> or recite the }317, vision to the person. The impact of this written message was so 


strong that it would cause a person to take off running and tell even the enemy of his/her 
impending doom. A message so strong that the person could not keep the news to 
themselves they had to tell it, even if you were the one to whom the vision referred to 
when it spoke of destruction. A message so motivating that it empowered the reader with 
energy, strength, vitality and courage to face their foe and speak boldly the truth. 

This researcher believes this Old Testament passage gives strength and support for 
the use of visuals during the preaching event for it shows that through viewing the 
message, the person takes it to heart and internalizes it. Words impact us, yet pictures 


move us for they make a direct connection with our senses and perceptions, experiences 
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and memorable life events. Words can make the same connection only after they have 
been processed and attached to an event, object, or associated item. Visualizations bypass 
the interchanges in our minds and go directly to those life’s moments. 

Not only did the prophets of old use visual means to communicate the message to 
their audience but so also did Jesus. He was the most persuasive and influential preacher 
and teacher the world has ever known. Wherever He preached, people flocked to hear 
him. His style was attractive and effective. It reached and drew people of all walks of life 
and socio-economic status. 

Even though Jesus was a popular preacher and teacher, for he was a Rabbi, he 
faced a problem that most preachers and teachers today are faced with—retention of the 
word. His audience would hear what He said, but some time after leaving his presence, the 
message had drifted away from them just as the air flowing through their hair. Therefore, 
Jesus made an adjustment in His methods of imparting truth. Ellen White states, “In the 
earlier part of His ministry, Christ had spoken to the people in words so plain that all His 
hearers might have grasped truths which would make them wise unto salvation. But in 
many hearts the truth had taken no root, and it had been quickly caught away. “Therefore 
speak I to them in parables.”’° This great preacher and teacher realized His message was 
not having a lasting impact on the people, so He began to search for a means by which the 
lives of people would be impacted for eternity. He was interested in a method that would 
arrest the attention of the people and attract them. Thus, he used parables. Parable 
teaching was popular and commanded respect and attention.” Jesus as a Rabbi-teacher 
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used His modern day multimedia to teach and preach so the people could grasp His eternal 
message. Jesus used parables as His method so “Men could learn of the unknown through 
the known; heavenly things were revealed through the earthly,””* to teach a spiritual 


lesson through an earthly object. 


Francis Nichols, admonishes us to remember seven things when studying Jesus’ 


parables. 


1. A parable is a mirror by which truth can be seen; it is not truth 
itself. 


2. The context in which a parable 1s given—the place, 
circumstances, persons to whom it was spoken, and the problem 
under discussion—must be taken into consideration and made the 
key to interpretation. 


3. Christ’s own introduction and conclusion to the parable 
generally make its fundamental purpose clear. 


4. Every parable illustrates one fundamental aspect of spiritual 
truth Details of a parable are significant only as they contribute to 
the clarification of that particular point of truth. 


5. Before the meaning of the parable in the spiritual realm can be 
understood it is necessary to have a clear picture of the situation 
described in the parable, in terms of Oriental customs and modes of 
thought and expression. Parables are vivid word pictures that must 
be seen, so to speak, before they can be understood. 


6. In view of the fundamental fact that a parable is given to 
illustrate truth, and usually one particular truth, no doctrine may be 
based upon the incidental details of a parable. 


7. The parable, in whole and in part, must be interpreted in terms 
of the truth it is designed to teach, as set forth in literal language in 
the immediate context and elsewhere in Scripture.” 
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Jesus’ method was very modern—he taught in parables. We find one such parable 
in Matthew 13:31. Another parable put he forth unto them, saying, the kingdom of heaven 
is like to a grain of mustard seed, which a man took, and sowed in his field. The modern 
day word parable comes from the Greek word aapaBoAn. The word “parable” is derived 
from a verb meaning “to put one thing by the side of another, to compare, a juxtaposition, 
a comparison an illustration.” According to the English definition, a parable is a narrative 
whose primary purpose is to teach truth. In literary form, it is an extended metaphor. 

In His effort to reach the people where they were, Jesus incorporated a modern 
method and it became His style of teaching and preaching. As Jesus sought to prepare a 
lesson on heaven “there was nothing that could serve for a similitude. No civil society 
could afford Him a symbol. ‘It is like a grain of mustard seed.” Jesus taught using things 
that were “common experiences of everyday life familiar to His hearers.”*' The items Jesus 
chose to use as visual aids were things the people were accustomed to seeing and handling 
and often they were things the audience “could see at the time.”*” As Jesus was teaching 
about the kingdom of heaven using the mustard seed as a metaphor, “the mustard plant. 
could be seen far and near, lifting itself above the grass and grain, and waving its branches 
lightly in the air. Birds flitted from twig to twig, and sang amid the leafy foliage.”” The 


audience was given a visual display of the subject about which Jesus spoke. They could 
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see what He was saying and “their minds are vividly impressed by the illustration Jesus has 
used to point the truths of his doctrine.” 

Another parable of Jesus in John 15 is that of the vine. Jesus tells the listeners that 
He is the vine and they are the branches and the branch cannot live without the vine. For 
the listeners, their minds were taken to the many vines they had seen growing. “At a 
personal level, every Jew wanted his own vine.””’ They understood the necessity of the 
connection of the branch to the vine because during the winter months they would prune 
the vine of its diseased, broken, and weak branches. After cutting the branch from the 
vine, it would begin to die. Therefore, each hearer grasped a clear picture of the message 
by recalling their experience with pruning branches from their vines. 

Placed alongside the spiritual truth it was designed to illustrate, the parable thus 
became a bridge by which the hearers might be led to understand and appreciate that truth. 
It met the people where they were and, by a pleasant and familiar path, led their thoughts 
to where Jesus sought to direct them. It was a window through which the soul might gaze 
upon vistas of heavenly truth. 

Jesus used parables for several reasons: to arouse interest and attention and create 
in the minds of His hearers lasting impressions that would be renewed and intensified 
when the scenes presented in the parables again came to mind or to view. Jesus wanted 
the message to linger in the memory of his listeners long after they had departed from His 
presence. His use of common things as visual aids made a significant change in the lives of 


the people, for when they saw the item He referred to it would trigger in their minds the 
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lesson He had taught. The visual stimulants viewed again outside of the arena in which 
they were first shared now served as a reinforcement of His message. 

Visual aids help people to make a connection to what is heard. White states, 
“every phase of nature was employed in illustrating truth. The scenes upon which the eye 
daily rests were all connected with some spiritual truth, so that nature is clothed with the 
parables of the Master.”*° 

The challenge of present day preaching is appealing to all people, whether visual, 
auditory, or kinesthetic, “Jesus sought an avenue to every heart. By using a variety of 
illustrations, He not only presented truth in its different phases, but appealed to the 
different hearers. Their interest was aroused by figures drawn from the surroundings of 
their daily life. None who listened to the Savior could feel that they were neglected or 
forgotten.”*” Thus, the use of parables solved this problem for Jesus. 

Thomas Troeger states. “To a certain degree, Jesus’ parables worked in his culture 
in the way movies do for us today: They provided a memorable narrative that could be 
passed on and retold again and again just as in the present day people will talk about their 
favorite movie scene.”** Also Karl Stoll states, “Jesus was storyteller—He spoke in 
parables to illustrate His points with His audience. In modern times, film and television are 


the storytellers. We should use these in more creative ways to deliver the message.””” 
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This researcher believes there is biblical support for the use of multimedia in the 


sermonic event to enable the people to see what is being said. 
Theological 


God is progressive in His use of available resources to communicate His message 
to mankind. This statement must be understood in light of the post-lapsarian nature of 
man, that is man after sin. Prior to mankind’s sinful nature, mankind enjoyed the privilege 
of face-to-face communication with God and angels, 

Ellen White writes, 


When in the glory of sinless manhood Adam stood in holy Eden, it 
was thus that God instructed him.” “The happy pair greeted with 
joy the visits of their Creator, as in the cool of the day He walked 
and talked with them. Daily God taught them His lessons.””' “Holy 
angels often visited the garden, and gave instruction to Adam and 
Eve concerning their employment and also taught them concerning 
the rebellion and fall of Satan. The angels warned them of Satan 
and cautioned them not to separate from each other in their 
employment, for they might be brought in contact with this fallen 
foe. The angels also enjoined upon them to follow closely the 
directions God had given them, for in perfect obedience only were : 
they safe “”’ “Often they were visited by His messengers, the holy 
angels, and from them received counsel and instruction. Often as 
they walked in the garden in the cool of the day they heard the 
voice of God, and face to face held communion with the Eternal.””* 
“Face-to-face, heart-to-heart communion with his Maker was his 
high privilege. Had he remained loyal to God, all this would have 
been his forever.”” 
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Mankind in his pre-lapsarian state was privileged with the highest honor bestowed 
on mankind; face to face communication with God, However, mankind forfeited that 
privilege and God began to communicate through different mediums. 

Once where communication with the Divine was face to face, now because of sii 
that form of communication is no longer possible. Therefore, God makes use of the 
current resources. History reveals that God has been progressive in His use of the 
available resources. It has been God’s desire to communicate with mankind. He continued 
to speak directly to his prophets, and He spoke through them, or a visual medium to the 
people. God spoke directly to Noah and told him build an ark to escape the destroying 
floodwaters that were to come upon the earth, Following the flood, God told Noah that 
the rainbow” would symbolize His promise that He would not destroy the earth by flood 
again. The Old Testament is replete with a visual method used by God in His dealing with 
the wanderings and settlement of the Israelites—that of the cloud. The visual cloud 
represented the presence and approval of God. When and wherever the cloud was seen, 
the people knew God was there and He approved of their actions. Conversely, the absence 
of the cloud signified His absence and disapproval. God often covered Himself in a cloud 
to speak to the people, a visual display of Himself. 

He instructed Moses to build a Temple that He might dwell with His people. The 
priest of the temple wore a breastpiece of judgment. On it were twelve precious stones, 
each representing one of the twelve tribes of Israel and it contained the Urim and 
Thummim. White explains the Urim and Thummim this way: 


At the right and left of the breastplate were two large stones of 
great brilliancy. These were known as the Urim and Thummim. By 
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them the will of God was made known through the high priest. 

When questions were brought for decision before the Lord, a halo 

of light encircling the precious stone at the right was a token of the 

divine consent or approval, while a cloud shadowing the stone at 

the left was an evidence of denial or disapprobation.”° 

The best available resource was the Urim and Thummim, the medium through 
which God communicated His will to His people. Josephus states, “God declared 
beforehand, by those twelve stones which the high priest bare on his breast, and which 
were inserted into his breastplate, when they should be victorious in battle; for so great a 
splendor shone forth from them before the army began to march, that all the people were 
sensible of God’s being present for their assistance.””’ 

Numbers 27:21 makes this point clear. “And he shall stand before Eleazar the 
priest, who shall ask counsel for him after the judgment of Urim before the Lord: at his 
word shall they go out, and at his word they shall come in, both he, and all the children of 
Israel with him, even all the congregation.” 

Another medium God chose to communicate with the prophets was visions and 
dreams.”* It is through these visions and dreams that the will of God was made known to 
His people. God would show the prophet in cinematic style what His will was for the 
people and the prophet would deliver the message to the people. God has continually 
sought ways to reach his people and to be near them. 


Throughout the Bible, there are references to the human attributes of God. We 


come to know and recognize God through the Biblical use of applying human 
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characteristics to Him. This is anthropomorphism. The Bible refers to the mind,” heart,'”° 
eyes,!°! mouth,” nostrils,’ ears,'** hand” and feet'”* of God. Dr. Terry Thomas, states 
“of all human characteristics that we use in relating to God, . . . none is more touching and 
moving . . . than the concept of the hand of God. When something that seems to be 
beyond the power or doing of human strength or is unexplainable, there is the tendency to 
view that as the working or movement of the hand of God.”'”” 

God chose to use human attributes to enable mankind to relate and recognize Him. 
They enable us to recognize the message of God, for He uses things that we are familiar 
with and accustomed to seeing. We find in Genesis 3:8 that Adam and Eve “heard the 
voice of the Lord God walking in the garden in the cool of the day.” At the baptism of 
Jesus, a dove descends from heaven as visual representation of the Holy Spirit. Even to 
this day in religious environments, if an image of a white dove is seen or shown, it is 
recognized as a representation of the Holy Spirit. There needs to be no long drawn out or 
extended explanation or interpretation of the image it is immediately recognized and 
understood. A picture is worth a thousand words, yet it is useless if the person does not 


recognize what it is or the message it is attempting to portray. 
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Just as in the wilderness it was God’s desire to be with His people and He had 
them build a temple, so it is in the New Testament where He is giving them a living 
temple. His Son is to be called Emmanuel, God with us. Every word has an embodiment 
and it is carried by some form. This idea is supported and strengthened by John 1:1 “And 
the Word became flesh and dwelt among us.” The Word, this form of communication, 
became visible in living color and interacted with us; that’s communication. Unless the 
image is recognized, the message will be overlooked or misunderstood, thus God sent His 
Son in human form with the physical attributes of mankind that the Old Testament used to 
assist us in relating and recognizing God. Now, in living color before our eyes that Word 
was made flesh and dwelt among us. Jesus, the progressive use of available mediums, 
accomplished the desire of God, communication and presence with His people. 

“Television has privileged visual argument, and as a result it’s created a whole new 
grammar.” '°* God understood and the times in which people lived and used what was 
available to reveal Himself to them. He met them where they were and communicated on 
their level. In essence, He used the vernacular of their language. 

“Christ always used the contemporary tools of His time to reach people, be it 
drawings in the sand or other culturally relevant imagery—like shepherds and lambs, or 
fishermen and fish-that supported his message.”!”” 

When the senses are engaged and stimulated communication has begun. Babin 
states, “Audiovisually oriented people were being born and we can no longer speak to 
them as we have spoken to them in the past. The church’s educational and pastoral work 
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has to change.” '0 Tt is time to make the adjustment to reach the parishioners where they 
are. In a statement by the national council of churches we are given a glimpse that the 
church is awaking to this issue, “Christians must use every communication medium to help 
people understand the good news.”""' Because people retain and recall information 
through different learning styles it is imperative that the church keep pace with the times. 
As communication is central to any culture, so tools of communication are essential to our 
highly technological culture.”"!” 

In this postmodern age where the senses are stimulated from the time a person 
awakes to the time they go to bed: as they drive the streets are littered with billboards, 
screaming for their attention, while waiting on the bus, the bench upon which they sit is 
tattooed with advertisements, the bus itself is a mobile commercial plastered with media 
messages. People watch television for several hours a day, listen to MP3 players while 
they exercise, watch music videos, and immerse themselves in the interactivity of the 
computers for hours on end. The sensory perceptions of people are appealed to 
throughout this postmodern culture. Graham asserts, “a major force in the shaping of the 
postmodern mind has been the impact of contemporary technology.” '’ Therefore, the 
church cannot afford to avoid the obvious that this is how to reach people. John Fuqua 


states, “With today’s technical tools, integrating these ‘sight and sound’ presentations into 
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the worship experience not only enhances the service for the regular churchgoer, but also 
provides an exciting way to help reach seekers and visitors.”’ 

Jesus in using parables utilized a technique advertisers have coined as evoked 
recall. Evoked recall works like this, advertisers will present a product on television, and 
sell it in stores, above the itern is placard that reads “As Seen On TV,” upon seeing this 
sign a visual image is recalled, thus the recalling of the image was evoked. Along with the 
image is the message; the promises of the product and the desire to have it are 
restimulated. So, it was with the parable, whenever a person would see a sower sowing 
seeds, or a mustard seed that had grown into a mighty tree, they would also think of the 
message of Jesus associated with the image before their eyes. Advertisers would say, 
“content rides piggyback on form.”''° Turner further explains this concept, “visual 
listeners appraise what they hear (content) by what they see (form).”"'® Thus the message 
through the ears transmitted to the brain is translated by what the eyes have seen but not 
what the ears heard. This is the modern day embodiment of the phrase “make sure your 
profession equals your practice.” This in itself illustrates the point succinctly. What one 
does has to be concurrent with what one says or the person being spoken to will be 
confused. The reason, what the person saw (form) took precedence over what they heard 
(content). Communication has a natural process that it follows; the information from the 
sender is encoded with meaning and transmitted. Once the message reaches the reader, it 


is decoded and interpreted. Advertisers believe that as long as it is visually appealing, it 
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doesn’t matter what is said, because they use the picture to mask the words. They realize 
that, if a person carefully listened to the promises of the commercial, there would be more 
questions than desire for the product. For advertisers, the image is paramount, then the 
words. In biblical preaching, the Word must be paramount. It must take center stage. The 
image is a supporting actor. The image should act as a spotlight, illuminating, shedding 
light on the Word. The lesson the church can learn from advertising is the power of the 
image, Olin P. Moyd says, “people today no longer learn by hearing but by seeing.”""’ 
Joseph Lyons states, “The average person walking in off the street expects to have that 
visual medium. We’re a visual generation, and that’s the way we communicate today.”’ 
Graham concurs with both Moyd and Lyons when he states, “Images leaves the viewer, 
not with carefully crafted ideas and precepts but with impressions.”"”” 

With the repeated call for visualization, this researcher confidently believes Jesus 
would keep pace with the culture to which He was communicating by staying on the 
cutting edge. “Among God’s more recent gifts are advanced communication systems 
involving satellites, cellular phones and computers. These gifts make possible new 
communication experiences.”””° Thus, Jesus would utilize these gifts of communication. 
He would use a computer and data projector for preaching and teaching. Colin Lambert, 


director of media ministries for Green Hill Baptist Church, states, “visualizing points of 


the sermon increases your memory of those points.”'”' In an advertisement for a workshop 
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entitled, “Media Reformation, “the press release reads, “Talking heads alone will not make 
it anymore. Parables and verbal storytelling were the information technology of Christ’s 
time. Today’s culture learns through music, print, video, computer and various other 
forms.”'”? Therefore, in as much as God uses available resources to communicate and 
Jesus used parables, the modern form of communication in His day, this researcher 
believes that if present on earth today, Jesus would continue to stay on the cutting edge of 
communication. Communication is vital to the transmission of the gospel message. It is 
through this that we know Him and He is made known to us. 

As stated before, “talking heads alone will not make it.” This researcher believes 


people desire to see what they hear. 
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CHAPTER FOUR 


METHODOLOGY 


The data in this report are based on surveys conducted by the researcher . The 
survey involved members of two churches: New Life Seventh-day Adventist of Dayton 
and Dale Wright Memorial Seventh-Day Adventist of Germantown, Ohio. The survey was 
conducted on two consecutive weekends. The control group, New Life, was surveyed on 
May10, 2003 and the experimental group, Dale Wright Memorial, was surveyed May17, 
2003. The survey was given after the treatment, which was a sermon—audio only for the 
control group and Audio with Multimedia for the experimental group. Each question has a 
Mean, Standard Deviation and Standard Error listed on the Cross Tabulation Table. 

Action research is the method used in this project. It was chosen because it allows 
the researcher to be a participant in the research. The researcher becomes an active learner 
throughout the process. Quantitative analysis was used for the data. 

Action research has six key components: 1. Focus of inquiry 2. Formulation of the 
question 3. Review of the literature 4. Collection of data 5. Analysis of data 6. Reporting 
of Results. 

Quantitative analysis was used as opposed to qualitative because it starts with a 
hypothesis, then sets out to prove or disprove it through data. Qualitative analysis looks 


at an area of study, collects data, then arrives at a hypothesis. 
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CHAPTER FIVE 


FIELD EXPERIENCE 


The project was implemented in an actual worship service. The service was 
conducted as usual with the exception of the sermon. The sermon was preached using a 
laptop computer, presentation software, a data/video projector, a radio frequency remote 
and a six-by-nine (6 x 9) foot rear projection screen. 

The laptop was used because of its portability and compact size as opposed to a 
desktop. The presentation software was PowerPoint. While there are other presentation 
software packages available that are specifically designed for churches, PowerPoint was 
used because it was presentation software the presenter possessed and was very familiar 
with. In addition, the time constraints of this project did not allow for the learning curve 
needed to master new presentation software. The presenter used the equipment at hand to 
its fullest capabilities before upgrading. 

The data/video projector was a 2,200 ansi lumen projector. This projector 
produces a sufficient light source so the interior lights do not have to be dimmed nor the 
ambient light shaded. A radio frequency remote was used as opposed to an infrared 
remote to overcome the line-of-sight issue and limited range. With an infrared remote, the 
remote must have a direct or reflected line of sight to the video projector in order for it to 
function. This is the same technology used with remotes for television, cable boxes, video 


compact recorders and digital videodisk players. The remote must be pointed at the device 
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or bounced off a parallel wall to function, as well as possessing a limited range of 
approximately thirty (30) feet. However, with a radio frequency remote, the line of sight 
issue is resolved as well as the limited range. The radio frequency remote uses a frequency 
to transmit its signal to the laptop to control the presentation. The range is approximately 
one hundred (100) feet, enabling the presenter to have flexibility and mobility during the 
presentation. 

A rear projection screen was used to allow for the projector to be placed behind 
the screen. This also allows the presenter to walk freely in front of the screen without 
being blinded by the light from the projector nor blocking part of the visual image being 
projected. An external monitor was placed on the platform and simultaneously showed the 
image that was projected onto the screen. This enabled the presenter to view the image 
without having to turn around to verify what was on the screen. It served as a 
teleprompter of sorts, enabling the presenter to read from the monitor without turning. 

The set-up being in place, the title, text, and images of the sermon were brought to 
life in a cinematic format. Images and videos clips were used to enable the congregation to 
see the message before their very eyes. As the sermon was preached, when the preacher 
read a text, it appeared on the screen for the congregation to read also. If the preacher 
quoted someone, the quote appeared as well. 

The theme of the sermon was prophecy. The aim of the message was to assure the 
congregation of the certainty of God’s Word. The text was 2 Peter 1:19-21 “We have also 
a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a light that 
shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day star arise in your hearts: Knowing 


this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private interpretation. For the 
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prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were 
moved by the Holy Ghost.” 

The introduction of the sermon began with false prophetic predictions and video 
clips of theories of how people thought the world would end—meteors, aliens, terrorist 
attacks, or bio-chemical destruction. The sermons were based on Daniel chapter 2 and 
King Nebuchadnezzar’s dream. As the preacher in narrative form told the story, 
corresponding images appeared of Daniel, the king, and the image of the dream. While the 
preacher explained each part of the image (i.e., the head of gold), video clips were shown 
of that part of the image with facts concerning it. As the message unfolded supported by 
historical dates and events, the certainty of prophecy was embedded in each heart. 

At the conclusion of the worship service, the experimental group was given a 
survey. This served as the data collection method. The data was analyzed by a Mr. Al 
Colvard of A. J. Rochelle, a statistical firm in Dayton Ohio. The raw data was given to 
him and he analyzed it using a cross tabulation chart. 

The questionnaire and statistical cross tabulation charts are included in this 
document. All the questions were the opposite of each other with the exception of 
questions two and fourteen, where each group was asked the same questions. The overall 
result of the project was that visuals enhanced the understanding of the slit and aided 
the individual in grasping what was being said. 

The questionnaire consisted of 14 questions. The control group had 12 


respondents and the multi-media group had 13 respondents. The results are as follows: 
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Combined Control Combined 
Percentage Mean Percentage 
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Control Group: 1. Multimedia would have enhanced my understanding of the subject. 





Agreed Strongly Agreed Combined Percentage 
42% 25% 67% 
The research shows that 67% of those questioned stated that multimedia would 
have aided in their understanding. 
Experimental Group: 1. The multimedia enhanced my understanding of the subject. 
Agreed Strongly Agreed Combined Percentage 
23% 69% 92% 
The research shows 92% of those questioned stated multimedia aided in their 


understanding. 
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2. Without multimedia, I would have hada clear picture of the subject. 


Control Group: Disagreed Strongly Disagreed Combined Percentage 
33% 17% 50% 
Experimental Group: Disagreed. No Opinion Agree 
46% 31% 23% 


Control Group: 3. Visuals were necessary; audio alone was not sufficient. 
Agreed Strongly Agreed Combined Percentage 
58% 17% 75% 
The research shows that 75% of those questioned stated that visuals were needed 
and that the audio alone was not sufficient. 
Experimental group: 3 Visual were not necessary; audio alone was sufficient. 
Disagreed Strongly Disagreed Combined Percentage 
69% 23% 92% 
The research shows that 92% of those questioned stated visuals were needed and 


that the audio alone was not sufficient. 


Control Group: 4. The multimedia would have been a nee to understanding: 
Disagreed Strongly Disagreed Combined Percentage 
58 % 33 % 91% 
The research shows that 91% of those questioned stated multimedia would have 


helped not hindered. 
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Experimental Group: 4. The multimedia was a hindrance to understanding. . 
Disagreed Strongly Disagreed | Combined Percentage 
31% 54% 85% 
The research shows that 85% of those questioned stated multimedia was a help to 


understanding. 


Control Group: 5. Use of multimedia in the sermon will not be looked forward to. 
Disagreed Strongly Disagreed Combined Percentage 
67% 25 % 92% 
The research shows that 92% of those questioned stated they would welcome 
multimedia in the sermon. 
Experimental Group: 5. Continued use of multimedia in the sermon will be looked forward 
to. 
Agreed Strongly Agreed Combined Percentage 
31% 67% 100% 
The research shows that 100% of those questioned stated they welcomed 


multimedia during the sermon. 


Control Group: 6. The sermon is more appealing with just audio. 
Disagreed Strongly Disagreed | Combined Percentage 
83 % 8 % 91% - 
The research shows that 91% of those questioned stated another audio was not 


enough. 
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Experimental Group: 6. The sermon is more appealing with multimedia. 
Agreed Strongly Agreed Combined Percentage 
31% 54% 85% 
The research shows that 85% of those questioned stated multimedia made the 


sermon more appealing. 


Control Group: 7. Multimedia would not have made the points of the message more 
memorable. 
Disagreed Strongly Disagreed |= Combined Percentage 
75 % 17% 92% 
The research shows that 92% stated multimedia would have aided in remembering 
the points of the message. 
Experimental Group: 7. The points of the message are more memorable with multimedia. 
Agreed Strongly Agreed Combined Percentage 
31% 69 % 100% 
The research shows that 100% of those questioned stated multimedia made the 


point memorable. 


Control Group: 8. Multimedia would not have had an impact on visualizing the message. 
Disagreed Strongly Disagreed Combined Percentage 
75 % 17% 92% 
The research shows that 92% of those questioned stated multimedia would have 


had an impact. 
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Experimental Group: 8, Overall multimedia made an impact on visualizing the message. 
Agreed Strongly Agreed Combined Percentage 
31% 69% 100% 
The research shows that 100% of those questioned stated multimedia made an 


impact of seeming the message. 


Control Group: 9.The multimedia would be a distraction to learning. 
Disagreed Strongly Disagreed Combined Percentage 
50% 33% 83% 
The research shows that 83% of those questioned stated multimedia would not 
have been a distraction. 
Experimental Group: The multimedia was a distraction to learning. 
Disagreed Strongly Disagreed Combined Percentage 
23% 77% 100% 
The research shows that100% of those questioned stated multimedia was not a 


distraction to learning. 


Control Group: 10. Our church should not move into the future with multimedia in the 
service. 
Disagreed Strongly Disagreed | Combined Percentage 
58% 33 % 92% 
The research shows that 92% of those questioned stated multimedia was the 


direction for the future of the church. 
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Experimental Group: 10. Multimedia is the direction for our church. 
Agreed Strongly Agreed Combined Percentage 
69% 23% 92% 
The research shows that 92% of those questioned stated multimedia was the 
direction for the church. 


Question 11: Age. The age groups and percentages are as follows: 
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Question 12: Gender. The control group was comprised of four (4) Males and 















eight (8) Females. The experimental group was comprised of six (6) Males and seven (7) 


Females. 
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Question 13: Number of years as a member of the church. 


Control 
Group 
Years as Member 


Experimental Group 
Years as Member 


Percentage 





Question 14: List a percentage of the church budget-that you would be in favor of 


being allocated for multimedia. 


Experimental 
oroaP 





CHAPTER SIX 


REFLECTIONS, SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION 


Looking back on this project it has been fruitful and meaningful. A hypothesis was 
stated and a theory tested. Both were proved to be true and as a result of that my 
preaching is stronger. I-now have documented proof that people would like to see what I 
am saying and that the visual image placed before their eyes enables them to grasp the 
message more clearly. 

_ This project was to test the hypothesis that people would rather see a sermon than 
hear one. The medium to test this theory was the use of multimedia equipment during the 
sermonic event. The testing methodology was that the same sermon preached to two 
different congregations. One was preached audibly and the other was audible plus the use 
of multimedia equipment. At the conclusion of each sermon, a questionnaire survey in 
Likert style was given on which each respondent was able express their thoughts on the 
presentation of the message. The results of the project proved that people comprehended 
the thrust and points of the message better through visual aids. A limitation of this project 
was the single treatment. The time constraints of the project only allowed me to conduct 
one treatment and testing. However, I believe the project would have been better if 


additional surveying had been conducted. 


APPENDIX A 
TABLES 
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This is my bible, 
It is the Word of God, 
I am who it says I am, 
] can do what it says I can do, 


Now faith, cometh by hearing, 


& hearing by the word of God. 


Isaiah 8:20 
To the law and to the testimony: if 
they speak not according to this 
word, it is because there is no light 
in them. 


Jeremiah 28:9 
The prophet which prophesieth of 
peace, when the word of the 
prophet shall come to pass, then 
shall the prophet be known, that 
the Lord hath truly sent him. 
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Deut. 18:22 
When a prophet speaketh in the 
name of the Lord, if the thin 
follow not, ner come to pass, that 
is the thing which the Lord hath 


not spoken, but the prophet hath 
spoken it presumptuously: thou 
shalt not be afraid of him. 
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‘or l am God, and there 
is no other: lam God, | 
and there is none like Me, 
Declaring the end from 
the é beginning, And from 
“@hcient times things that 
are “tot et thes oi 


The Prophetic Twins 


Daniel & Revelation 
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